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State Regulations: Type of
Process

* Type of ballot measure

* Direct vs. indirect process




Initiative Pop. Refer Const. Amend Statute Direct Indirect Direct Indirect

AK 1956 X X X X
AZ 1911 X X X X X X

AR 1910 X X X X X X

CA 1911 X X X X X X

co 1912 X X X X X X

FL 1972 X X X

ID 1912 X X X X

IL 1970 X X X

ME 1908 X X X X
MD 1915 X

MA 1918 X X X X X X
Mi 1908 X X X X X
MS 1914 X X X

MO 1908 X X X X X X

MT 1904 X X X X X X

NE 1912 X X X X X X

NV 1905 X X X X X X
NM 1911 X

ND 1914 X X X X X X

OH 1912 X X X X X X
OK 1907 X X X X X X

OR 1902 X X X X X X

SD 1898 X X X X X X

ur 1900 X X X X X
WA 1912 X X X X X
wy 1968 X X X X
TOTAL 27 24 24 18 21 16 2 14 9



State Regulations:
Pre-Circulation

* Pre-circulation filing requirements

 Ballot title/circulation/summary

« Restrictions on subject area




State Regulations: Signature
Collection

Number and frequency of ballot measures
Petition circulator requirements

Signature requirements

Geographic distribution

Circulation period

Signature collection at polling locations

Verification process




AZ
AR
CA
coO
FL
ID
IL
ME
MA
Ml
MS
MO
MT
NE
NV
ND

OH
OK
OR

SD
ut
WA
WY

Prohibited
15% Gub.
10% Gub.
8% Gub.
5% Gub.
8% Pres.
Prohibited
8% Gub.
Prohibited
Prohibited
10% Gub.
12% Gub.
8% Gub.

10% Reg. Voters
10% Reg. Voters
10% Reg. Voters

4% Pop.
10% Gub.
15% Gub.
8% Gub.

10% Gub.
Prohibited
Prohibited
Prohibited

10% GE
10% Gub.
8% Gub.
5% Gub.

5% SOS

Prohibited
6% Reg. Voters

10% Gub.
3.5% Gub.
8% Gub.
Prohibited
5% Gub.
5% Reg. Voters
7% Reg. Voters
10% GE
2% Pop.
6% Gub.
8% Gub.
6% Gub.

5% Gub.
10% Gub.
8% Gub.
15% GE

>

X X X X X

1 year
2 years
unlimited
150 days
6 mo.
2 years
18 mo.
2 years
1 year
60 days
180 days
1 year
18 mo.
1 year
Up to 2 years
291 days (CA)/316 (stat)
1 year
unlimited
90 days
2 years
1 year
unlimited
6 mo.

18 mo.



State Regulations: Voting and
Approval

« Voter education efforts
* Voter approval
e Conflicting measures

* Repeal or amend




Legislative and Executive Power to Change or Repeal Statutory Initiatives

State Legislative Power
Alaska Can repeal only after two years but can amend anytime
Cannot repeal but can amend an initiative law if the amending
Arizona legislation furthers the purposes of such measure and at least 3/4 of
both houses, by a roll call vote, vote to amend the measure
Arkansas Can repeal or amend by a 2/3 vote of each house
California Cannot repeal or amend unless permitted by the initiative
Colorado Can repeal and amend at anytime
Florida Florida's initiative process only allows constitutional amendments
ldaho Can repeal and amend
Maine Can repeal and amend
Massachusetis Can repeal and amend
Michigan Can repeal and amend py 0 3% vote r:_rf _ajm_:h house or as otherwise
provided by the inttiative
Mississippi Mississippi’s initiative process only allows constitutional amendments
Missouri Can repeal and amend
Montana Can repeal and amend
Nebraska Can repeal and amend
Nevada Can conly repeal or amend after three years of enactment

North Dakota

Can repedal or amend by a 2/3 vote of each house for seven year after
passage, majority vote thereafter

Ohio Can repeal and amend
Oklahoma Can repeal and amend
Oregon Can repeal and amend
South Dakota Can repeal and amend
Utah Can amend only at subsequent sessions
Washington Can repeal or amend by a 2/3 vote gf I._E'Eflﬁh house during the first two
years of enactment, majority vote thereafter
: Cannot repeal for at least two years after enactment, but may amend
Wyoming

at any time

Source: Initiative
and Referendum
Institute (2003)



Table 5-1 Index of Qualification Difficulty and Initiative Lise

Feor initiative Qualifscafion MNumber of rtiethies Nesmber froem Muwmber from
Stote process adopted difficufty? fromt adoption 1o 2010 1976 to 1996 1994 to 2010

Crregon 1902
Califiornia 1911
Colorado 1912
Morth Dakota 1914
Arkanias 1909
ldaho 1972
Michigan 1908
Ohio 1912
South Dakota 1898
Agizona 1912
Massachusetts 1918
Missouri 12e
Mantana 1904
Oklahoma 1907
Utah 1900
Washington 1912
Florida 1972
HiEneds 1970
kaine 1508
Mebraska 1912
Miewada 1904
Slaska 1959
Missessippi 1942
dlyoaming 1968

FOURCES: Assembled by the authors from data in David B, Magleby, Direct Legisiation: Voking on Ballod Propasitions én the Linited
Simes (Baktimore: Johns Hopkins Unbeersity Press, 1984); Mational Conference ol State Legidatures, “initiatve States Banked in
Jrdder of Lise, 1596-1999," and “Indtiative States Ranked in Order of Use, 1990-2004° (Denver: National Conference of State Lagis-
atures, 2000, 2005 wwwancsl.orgfprograms/iegman)ekectfinrank. htm; and Initiative and Referenduerm institute, www.iandrinst-
ute.org/data htm
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CA 6.2 0.3

11.5 0.4
OR 6.6 0.4 7.5 0.4
SD 2.6 0.4 53 0.3
AZ 3.8 0.5 5.2 0.5
co 4.4 0.4 4.8 0.4
WA 3.0 0.5 4.5 0.5
OK 2.1 0.5 4.3 0.6
ND 3.6 0.4 4.0 0.5
MO 2.6 0.4 3.8 0.7
FL 3.1 0.7 3.8 0.7
AR 2.9 0.5 3.4 0.8
MA 2.6 0.6 3.3 0.4
NV 2.1 0.6 3.2 0.7
ME 1.9 0.5 3.1 0.6
AK 2.3 0.5 2.8 0.5
MT 2.4 0.5 2.8 0.8
urtr 1.9 0.4 2.7 0.8
ID 1.8 0.6 2.6 0.4
mi 2.1 0.4 2.3 0.3
OH 1.8 0.2 2.3 0.4
wy 2.3 0.6 2.0 0.6
NE 1.7 0.4 1.8 0.7
MS 1.2 0.5 1.5 0.5
IL 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0

Corr. -0.3874 -0.3466
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